
ETIP Cohort 2023 Application Writing Prompt Rubric 

 Proficient 20 Points Emerging 15 Points Beginning 10 Points 
Content There is one clear, 

well-focused topic. 
Main idea stands out 
and is supported by 
detailed information. 

Main idea is clear, 
but the supporting 
information is limited 
in details, specificity, 
and lacks connection 
to main idea. 

Main idea is 
somewhat clear, but 
there is a need for 
more supporting 
information. 

Introduction 
(organization) 

The introduction is 
inviting, states the 
main topic, and 
previews the structure 
of the paper. 

The introduction 
clearly states the 
main topic and 
previews the structure 
of the paper, but it is 
not particularly 
inviting to the reader. 

The introduction 
states the main topic, 
but does not 
adequately preview 
the structure of the 
paper nor is it 
particularly inviting 
to the reader. 

Sequencing 
(organization) 

Details are placed in 
a logical order and 
the way they are 
presented effectively 
keeps the interest of 
the reader. 

Details are placed in 
a logical order. 
Details are often 
disconnected and the 
way they are 
presented sometimes 
makes the writing 
less interesting. 

Some details are not 
in a logical or 
expected order, and 
this distracts the 
reader. 

Flow & rhythm 
(sentence fluency) 

All sentences sound 
natural and are easy 
to read when read 
aloud. Each sentence 
is clear and has an 
obvious emphasis. 

Almost all sentences 
sound natural and are 
easy to read and 
comprehend when 
read aloud, but 1 or 2 
are awkward or 
difficult to 
understand. 

Most sentences sound 
natural and are easy 
to read and 
comprehend when 
read aloud, but 
several are awkward 
or difficult to 
understand. 

Word choice Writer uses vivid 
words and phrases 
that linger or draw 
pictures in the 
reader's mind, and the 
choice and placement 
of the words seems 

Writer uses vivid 
words and phrases 
that linger or draw 
pictures in the 
reader's mind, but 
occasionally the 
words are used 

Writer uses words 
that communicate 
clearly, but the 
writing lacks variety, 
punch, or flair. 



accurate, natural, and 
not forced. 

inaccurately or seem 
overdone. 

 

ETIP Cohort 2023 ETIP Values Writing Prompt Rubric 

For writing prompts that specifically request content that covers the four ETIP values, students 
should check their work against the ETIP values below as well as the value definitions.  

 Proficient 20 Points Emerging 15 Points Beginning 10 Points 
Excellence: We 
Strive for Excellence 

There is one clear, 
well-focused topic on 
excellence. Main idea 
of excellence stands 
out in the writing.  
 
Excellence is 
supported by detailed 
information. 
Information flows 
and is supported with 
high level thinking, 
reasoning, and 
specificity.  

Main idea of 
excellence is clear, 
but the supporting 
information is limited 
in details, specificity, 
and lacks connection 
to main idea. 
 
Excellence is 
supported with details 
but are somewhat 
limited 

Main idea of 
excellence is 
somewhat clear, but 
there is a need for 
more supporting 
information. 

Tenacity: We Do 
Not Give Up in 
Trials or Hardships 

There is one clear, 
well-focused topic on 
tenacity. Main idea of 
excellence stands out 
in the writing.  
 
Tenacity is supported 
by detailed 
information. 
Information flows 
and is supported with 
high level thinking, 
reasoning, and 
specificity.  

Main idea of tenacity 
is clear, but the 
supporting 
information is limited 
in details, specificity, 
and lacks connection 
to main idea. 
 
Tenacity is supported 
with details but are 
somewhat limited 

Main idea of tenacity 
is somewhat clear, 
but there is a need for 
more supporting 
information. 

Innovation: We 
Solve Problems 
Creatively 

There is one clear, 
well-focused topic on 
innovation. Main idea 
of excellence stands 
out in the writing.  
 
Innovation is 
supported by detailed 
information. 

Main idea of 
innovation is clear, 
but the supporting 
information is limited 
in details, specificity, 
and lacks connection 
to main idea. 
 

Main idea of 
Innovation is 
somewhat clear, but 
there is a need for 
more supporting 
information. 



Information flows 
and is supported with 
high level thinking, 
reasoning, and 
specificity.  

Innovation is 
supported with details 
but are somewhat 
limited 

Collaboration: We 
Celebrate Each 
Other’s Successes – 
A Win For One Is A 
Win For All 

There is one clear, 
well-focused topic on 
collaboration. Main 
idea of excellence 
stands out in the 
writing.  
 
Collaboration is 
supported by detailed 
information. 
Information flows 
and is supported with 
high level thinking, 
reasoning, and 
specificity.  

Main idea of 
collaboration is clear, 
but the supporting 
information is limited 
in details, specificity, 
and lacks connection 
to main idea. 
 
Collaboration is 
supported with details 
but are somewhat 
limited 

Main idea of 
collaboration is 
somewhat clear, but 
there is a need for 
more supporting 
information. 

 


